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altering a first property of the environment such that at least a portion of 
evaporates into the atmosphere; and 
^ \ altering a second property of the environment such that the vapor 

condenaes on the surface of the article. 





25. (Amended) A method of making an electret, which method comprises: 
pkcing a dielectric article in a liquid of a controlled environment; 
condensing vapor from the atmosphere of the controlled environment onto 
the dielectri<^aIticle to form a condensate thereon; 
jL decreasing the pressure on the atmosphere of the controlled environment 

^ such that at least portion of the liquid evaporates into the atmosphere; and then 
drying the axjicle. 



. (Amended) 




The method of claim 29, wherein the first property 



comprises Volume and the second property comprises volume. 




33.(Amended) A method of malcing an electret comprising: 

altering at least one property of a controlled environment so as to cause 
thVvapor of the atmosphere of the controlled environment to condense on a 
dielectric, article having a resistivity of greater than 10 14 ohms-cm, said dielectric 
article ^eing disposed in said controlled environment; and 
ting the article to remove the condensate, 
wherein the electret exhibits a persistent electric charge. 

Please add the following claims. 




few) A method of making an electret, which method comprises: 

altering the volume of a controlled environment that comprises 
losphere and liquid such that at least a portion of the liquid evaporates 
ie atmosphere to form vapor; 
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altering the volume of the environment such that the vapor 
^condenses on the surface of a dielectric article; and then 
drying the article. 




35. (New) \ A method of malting an electret comprising: 
altering at least one property of a controlled environment so as to 

cause Vhe vapor of the atmosphere of the controlled environment to 
condense on a dielectric article having a resistivity of greater than 10 14 
ohms-cm, said property being selected from the group consisting of 
volume, pressure or temperature of the controlled environment; and 
\ing the article. 

36. (New) The tyiethod of claim 25 7 wherein the electret exhibits a persistent 
electric charge. 

37. (New) The mebiod of claim 25, wherein the dielectric article comprises a 
nonconductive polymeric maternal 



38 t (New) The methoti of claim 25, wherein the condensate that forms when 
the vapor condenses on the dieiectj^c article includes a polar liquid, 

39, (New) The method oftclaim 25, wherein the controlled environment 
further comprises a liquid, and the meVhod further comprises: 

placing the article in theYliquid; and 

decreasing the pressure on the atmosphere such that at least a portion of 
the liquid evaporates into the atmosphere. 

40. (New) The method of claim^S, wherein altering the property comprises 
increasing the pressure on the atmosphere su\h that the vapor condenses On the article. 
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41. (New) The method of claim 25, wherein said altering comprises an 
?atic expansion- 




s' (New) The method of claim 25, wherein the controlled environment 
comprised a vacuum chamber. 



J 9 \j 43.(N^w) The method of claim 38, wherein the polar liquid is an aqueous 

liquid. 



Cj 44.(New) \ The method of claim 38 7 wherein the condensate consists 

essentially of water; 

45. (New) \he method of claim 38, wherein the condensate is selected form 
the group consisting of ^petone, methanol, ethanol, liquid carbon dioxide, butanol, or a 
combination thereof. 



46,(New) 
fluorocarbon. 



The lAethod of claim 38, wherein the condensate comprises a 



47,(New) The methVd of claim 38, wherein the article is nonwoven fibrous 



web. 



48. (New) The method dlf claim 47, wherein the nonwoven Fibrous web 
comprises microfibers. 

49. (New) The method of cl^m 48, wherein the microfibers are melt blown. 

50. (New) The method of claiiA49, wherein the melt blown microfibers 
comprise polypropylene, poly-(4-methyl-l-rantene), or a combination thereof. 
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